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At our parish school, I take a great deal a pride of pride in the fact that 180 days of 
teaching, actually means 180 days. So while other schools might use the final week of 
school as an occasion in which to show movies or host endless class parties, St. Francis 
uses these final days as a time to share the gift of learning with its students. 
 
To this point, the final week of school provided an occasion in which our older Penguins 
taught our younger students various educational topics. Accordingly, while many 
schools may have been easing into summer, our school used these days a time for our 
older students to expand the knowledge base of their younger peers. Here are a few 
examples: 

 Our 6th grade students used the final week of school as an opportunity to offer our 
3rd grade students additional informational on the solar system. Each 6th grade 
student presented a power-point on an aspect of our galaxy system.  

 As well, the students in our 4th grade play acted for the 2nd grade class a 
personally written theatrical production of various novels they read this year.  

 Finally, the 2nd grade offered our Pre-K a prehistoric presentation on dinosaurs. 
Each of these presentations provided the older students an occasion in which to 
research their topic and teach their younger peers about this time period. 

 
On a final note, this last week saw our students bid adieu to the influential leaders of 
their grade level. Given the unique relationship that the teachers enjoy with their 
students, I thought you might enjoy the last correspondence that our 4th grade teacher 
had with her students: 
 
Dear 4th Graders, 
 
I can still call you 4th graders because it’s still the last day of school! More importantly, 
I want to remind you that you are an amazing class both collectively and individually. 
If teachers are allowed to have a favorite class, you rank as my number one for a 
multitude of reasons: 1) You are kind, caring, and thoughtful; 2) You are reflective; 3) 
You make deep connections to learning across all subject areas; 4) You persevere; 5) 
You are risk takers in learning. 
 
Remember how much you accomplished this year. Keep the five reasons listed above in 
your life long learner toolkit. And never forget that I will always believe in you! 
 
Love…Mrs. Mansueti 
 
The relationship between student and teacher is a special one. At SFdS, our students are 
blessed to enjoy an influential bond that inspires a love of learning. 
 
On a final note, today as we celebrate the blessing of fatherhood, we offer a heartfelt 
note of gratitude for the paternal role models whose guiding strength and love is truly a 
gift to the young people of our community. Happy Father’s Day! 

http://www.stfrancisdesales.net/

